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rail Conectins

Plans moving to link Springfield,
Ozark with a greenway trail

by Mike Cullinan - mcullinan@sbj.net

An estimated $8 million new greenway trail spanning
nearly 7.5 miles is in the planning phase, with Spring-
field and Ozark city officials calling it a regional connec-
tor for the two communities.

A visioning steering committee was formed in April to
study the southern portion of the Chadwick Flyer Rail
Trail, which runs between Springfield and Ozark. The

ON THE RIGHT PATH
City of Ozark's Jeremy Parsons and Ozark
Greenways’ Mary Kromrey stand near the
planned Chadwick Flyer Rail Trail intersection #%
with the James River Greenway. v

- = e

committee is focused on the development of the approx
imately 7.5-mile length of the trail from near the edge of
Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Springfield south to the
Ozark Community Center, 1530 W. Jackson St. Jeremy
Parsons, public works director for the city of Ozark, and
Mary Kromrey, executive director of Ozark Greenways
Inc., lead the committee.

“This planned trail alignment follows that old rail
corridor as much as we can directly to the Ozark Com-
munity Center,” Kromrey said, while standing on a poi
tion of the rail line that intersects with a segment of the
James River Greenway. She noted that area of the rail

See TRAIL on page 30

BigShots falls

by Kyle Boaz - kboaz(@sbj.net

A proposed technology-centered driving range has
fallen behind its original development plan.

The development of a Peoria, Illinois-based BigShots
Golf LLC franchise by Springfield businessman Tim
O'Reilly was originally planned to begin construction in
the first quarter of this vear at the intersection of Kear-
ney Street and Glenstone Avenue,

“We are 99% finished with our plans and have had to
address some convoliited sewer ¢asement issuies that ex-
isted on the site,” said O'Reilly, who is conducting the
project through Glen-Kearney Development LLC, via
email. “We are ready to bid the project out to general
contractors and should start construction within 45-60
days with a 10, 11-month timeframe.”

ehind schedule

Three BigShots developments in as many states also
have had project delays. or ceased development alto-
gether.

Dirt has been flattened and some gravel is in place al
the site of the former Kmart in Springfield. The project
site sits between the recently opened Kum & Go and the
Royal Grill Buffet along Kearney Street, No construction
equipment is currently on-site,

“I'd say that we are within our original estimated
timeframe,” O'Reilly said, “There are always changes
and issues to deal with in a development project, so this
timeframe was expected.”

O'Reilly previously told Springfield Business Journal
construction would start in the first quarter, but now is

See DELAY on page 36
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